with 32 F. [0 C.].
Snow is common for two or three days
in Jerusalem and nearby Bethlehem in
December and January. These were the
winter months of increased precipitation in Christ's time, when the roads
became practically unusable and people
stayed mostly indoors.

This article was taken from the Young
Peoples Magazine of the Free Presbyterian
Church of Scotland. It was written by the
late Margaret Macleod, Leverburgh.

Notes:
When were shepherds in the fields?
Israeli meteorologists tracked December weather patterns for many years and
concluded that the climate in Israel has
been essentially constant for at least
the last 2,000 years. The temperature
in the area of Bethlehem in December
averages around 44 degrees Fahrenheit (7 degrees Celsius) but can drop to
well below freezing, especially at night.
Describing the weather there, Sara
Ruhin, chief of the Israeli weather service, noted in a 1990 press release that the
area has three months of frost: December with 29 F. [minus 1.6 C.]; January
with 30 F. [minus 1.1 C.] and February
5

Is
Christmas
Christian?

This is important evidence to disprove a
December date for Christ's birth. Note
that, at the time of Christ's birth, the shepherds tended their flocks in the fields at
night. "And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field," wrote
one Gospel writer, "keeping watch over
their flock by night" (Luke 2:8). A common practice of shepherds was keeping
their flocks in the field from April to
October, but in the cold and rainy winter
months they took their flocks back home
and sheltered them.
The time of the census as in Luke 2:1-7.
The Roman and Judean rulers knew that
taking a census in winter would have been
impractical and unpopular. Generally a census would take place after the harvest season, around September or October, when
it would not seriously affect the economy,
the weather was good and the roads were
still dry enough to allow easy travel. According to the normal dates for the census, this would probably be the season of
Christ's birth.
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